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OUTLOOK-TRIBUNE MERGER 
RESULTS IN U.S.-USA WEEKLY 


Regardless of the outcome of Presby- 
terian reunion in the voting of the pres- 
byteries in January, one Presbyterian, 


U.S.-USA, union has been agreed upon: 


the merger of The Presbyterian Tribune, 
the one independent paper in the USA 
Church, and THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK, of the U. S. Church. 

This merger will become effective with 
the beginning of the new year, with the 
first issue dated January 10. 

The Tribune has been a monthly pub- 
lication of Brooklyn and Utica, N. Y., 
carrying on the older Presbyterian Ad- 
vance and Continent. Phillips P. Elliott, 
pastor of the First church of Brooklyn 
has headed the Tribune effort for some 
years, supported by an editorial council 
which included, among others, these lead- 
ers who are especially well known 
throughout the U. S. Church: Wilbur 
LaRoe, Jr., Washington, D. C., attorney, 
a former Assembly’s Moderator; John 
Oliver Nelson of the Yale Divinity 
School; Roswell P. Barnes, associate gen- 
eral secretary of the National Council of 
Churches; Cameron P. Hall of the same 
staff; Henry R. Luce of the Time pub- 
lications; Charles J. Turck, now presi- 
dent of Macalester College, Minn.; 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union 
Seminary, New York; Paul C. Warren, 


Baltimore pastor. Others are well known 


ithrough their books or other activities. 


James E. Clarke, longtime editor of 
the predecessor paper, The Advance, who 
came into the united church with the 
Cumberland Presbyterian union, still 
lives in Nashville, Tenn. His comment 
on this merger is on page 7. 

OUTLOOK spokesmen said discussions 
considering merger had been carried on 
with Tribune representatives for some 
years, beginning in 1948, 

The present OuTLOOK staff and man- 
agement will continue major responsi- 
bility for the merged publication, with 
offices in Richmond, enlisting contri- 
butions and editorial support not only 
from The Tribune editorial family, but 
from other U.S. and USA leaders as well. 
It was pointed out that the present Out- 
LOOK editorial family has always in- 
cluded nearly a dozen USA leaders. The 
new staff is expected to be even more 
widely representative of national Presby- 
terianism. 

Spokesmen for the merged paper point- 
ed out that the new publication would be 
the only weekly serving the USA Church; 
it will also be the only paper serving the 
two major Presbyterian denominations 
under any kind of joint sponsorship. 


(Editorial announcements, page 3.) 











Letters to the Editors 





Memphis Pastor Urges Reconciliation 





Before We Worship 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


As I read history, the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., was conceived and born in 
strife, distrust, fears, hatred and war. 
I cannot refrain from asking those who 
advocate continuing the Southern church: 
Could it be the spirit of distrust and 
hatred you are anxious to continue? 

As I read Scripture, it seems apparent 
that the whole matter of union is one of 
interpreting religion in the light of the 
teachings of Jesus. The inspired Apostle, 
the best exponent of Christianity, said, 
“Let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath.” But the sun has been setting 
with regularity for almost a century, and 
seemingly, in some quarters of our church, 
the wrath has abated but little. 

Our Lord said, ‘If your brother sins 
against you, go and tell him his fault 
between you and him alone. If he listens 
to you, you have gained your brother. But 
if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you. ... If he refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church.” 
We are to use every possible means of 
reconciliation. Can we justly claim that 
we are following Christ, if we refuse re- 
conciliation? Again our Lord said, “If 
you are offering your gift at the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift 
before the altar and go; first, be recon- 
ciled to your brother, and then come offer 
your gift.” 

Our Lord was talking to the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and saying that our 
worship is a mockery—the poorest quality, 
until we are reconciled to our brethren. 
That reconciliation can never be made un- 
til the breach is healed and the churches 
are one again. For “if any man have not 
the spirit of Christ he is none of his.” 

I can but hang my head in shame when 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying... 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 





Stuart A. Plummer Mr. & Mrs. L. H. 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite? summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signature, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


For a packet of | each of items 
on Presbyterian reunion, send 50¢. 
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I think of how far we have missed the 
spirit of Christ in this matter, and won- 
der if we are in any sense worthy of the 
name Christian. Brethren, are we not 
just “kidding” ourselves? He was speak- 
ing to us when he said, “Be ye doers of 
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves.” I believe the will of 
God points clearly and his voice cries 
loudly for the healing of the breaches by 
the uniting of the Presbyterian family. 
May the will of the Lord be done. 
B. W. BAKER. 

Memphis, Tenn. 


Oklahoma City Experience 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


We, the undersigned ministers of the 
United Presbyterian Church, the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, and 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, of Oklahoma City, Ok- 
lahoma, wish to record our unanimous 
conviction that the union now being con- 
sidered by our three churches would be 
beneficial to all of them. 

We have for many years met for a 
monthly fellowship to discuss our common 
interests. In addition, we have joined in 
Pan-Presbyterian preaching missions led 
by outstanding ministers of all three of 
our churches, in an annual exchange of 
pulpits among ourselves, and in a comity 
agreement for the location of our churches 
that has been both satisfactory and effec- 
tive. Our respective presbyteries and sy- 
nods have met frequently in the same 
cities in joint services so we could become 
better acquainted with one another. Our 
young peopel and their leaders have work- 
ed together on numerous occasions in sum- 
mer camps, retreats, workshops and at 
our student centers. 

We would like to have the privilege of 
working more closely together. We be- 
lieve the fellowship and unity of purpose 
we have attained could be achieved by all 
the members and ministers of our three 
churches. 

We are in hearty accord with the pro- 
posed union of our churches and sincerely 
hope it will be approved by them. 


The United Presbyterian Church 
J. WILLIAM BREWER 


The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States 


Wo. H. Foster WALTER A. BENNETT 
J. MARTIN SINGLETON W. W. TRAVIS 
H. Harotp WELLS 


The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America 
DoveLas V. MAGERS 
PAUL W. Koper 
C. RALSTON SMITH 
Rosert W. Dickson RICHARD POOLE 
Wn. A. MITCHELL WILL OSTERHELDT 
G. RayMoNpD CAMPBELL Wo. F. CANNON 

Roser’ A. McCvuLLon 


Tom DAVIES 
Lioyp C. WALTER 
RayMOND Mcopy 


Retired Ministers’ Homes 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I never see letters from women in your 
paper although I enjoy them all. But I 
am going to let the men discuss the pros 
and cons of union and write about some- 
thing I have thought for a long time. 


As the wife of a minister who wil 
retire before too many years, I am cop. 
cerned about a question that is ever 
before us. 

True, the Minister’s Annuity and now 
Social Security will secure an adequate 
income for most retiring ministers, but 
my thought is this—there are many good 
Presbyterians here and there who per. 
haps have a small house that they could 
deed outright to some minister whose 
salary through the years has not been 
sufficient to enable him to acquire any 
property. 

The security of a home of their own 
would be wonderful to those who have 
none. 

The names of those who need such a 
home could always be secured through 
every presbytery. 

TEXAS. 


Fraudulent Agents 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Because of the malpractice of some 
agents over the State, it would be help- 
ful to your readers if the following 
article could be run and it would also 
benefit the homes for children in this 
state in protecting their name. 

ALBERT B. McCrure, 
Barium Springs, N. C. 


“The North Carolina Orphanage Con- 
ference in annual sessicn on September 
16, 1954, considered again the problem 
of agents, especially boys and girls, using 
the name of one of the orphanages of 
the State as a means for selling maga- 
zines. 

“The Conference was unanimous in 
declaring that no institution has ever 
allowed students to represent the insti- 
tution or to speak in its name for the 
purpose of selling magazines or any 
other articles. This group would further 
call to the attention of the public the fact 
that the needs of all of its students are 
met at the local institution through the 
regular channels, and if any individual 
in the sale of magazines or other articles 
uses the name of an institution to en- 
hance his sales he is a fake and a fraud. 

“The Conference would, _ therefore, 
warn the people of the State of North 
Carolina and elsewhere to beware of 
anyone who comes with the sale of any 
article, trading upon the name of any 
child-caring institution, orphanage, or 
children’s home. The Conference re 
quested that this information be sent to 
all the daily newspapers and religious 
publications of this area in order to 
prevent malpractices that are common 
throughout the State.” 


One Way to Union 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


If the plan for union fails, why not 
have the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
invite the United Presbyterian Church 
and the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. to “dissolve” their churches, deed 
all their property to the U. S. church, 
raise their per capita giving, increase 
their evangelistic ratio, declare the 
Kingship of Christ, accept the govern- 
ment of the U.S. church, and be swal- 
lowed up and absorbed by its policies? 
Then we would all be one “Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S.” and union would be 
achieved. 

I would be happy to belong to such a 
church. 

STEWART ROBERTSON. 
St. Paul, Minn. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, I 
first week, January, and fourth week, August. 


Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 
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ANNOUNCING AN IMPENDING UNION 


THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


DEAR OUTLOOK FRIENDS, 


We of The Tribune welcome the opportunity for larger 
usefulness provided by merging with THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OvtTLooK. The two journals have much in common, both in 
tradition and point-of-view. The Tribune’s ancestors include 
The Interior, The Continent, The Banner, and The Advance, 
and these forebears are, we know, paralleled by an illustrious 
succession in THE OUTLOOK’s past. Our papers thus have 
deep roots within their respective churches, at the same time 
that they have a loyalty which goes beyond any denomina- 
tional tradition. 


It seems highly appropriate, during this year when reunion 
of our churches is being discussed and voted upon, that these 
two journals, representing the two main bodies of American 
Presbyterianism, should become one. Perhaps it is a symbol 
and a foretaste of the greater unity and closer fellowship 
which is soon to come. Whatever may be the result of the 
voting, the merger of our papers is in line with the desire 
expressed several years ago by both Assemblies that the two 
churches become better acquainted with one another’s thoughts 
and program. Nothing can be more effective in accomplish- 
ing this than a journal which extends its message over all 
frontiers and into all corners of our Presbyterian family. 
This merger should make this wider “coverage” possible, 
and should result in many new friendships within and be- 
tween our communions, until at last the two become one 
under the Christ in whom there is “no South or North.” 


Those of us who for the past twenty years have attempted 
to carry forward The Tribune and its message are comforted 
in The Tribune’s passing by the thought that this message 
will be so eloquently and courageously expressed by THE 
OvuTLOOK and its editors. The way of the independent 
church paper, like the way of the transgressor, is hard, and 
the vigor of many minds and hearts is required if such a 
journal is to go forward. We pledge to Dr. Brown our con- 
tinued loyalty and support, and our determination to help 
Tur OvurLook find ever larger usefulness within our church. 


We pray that God will bless and use the united witness 
which will now be proclaimed. 


Puitiirs P. ELiort. 


For The Presbyterian Tribune. 


(News account on page one. ) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Friends who know our family tree will not be surprised at 
another merger in which THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is 
involved. Since 1819 we have doubtless set an unchallenged 
record along this line in religious journalism! 


In our next issue (Jan. 10—no issue next week) more back- 
ground and a more adequate statement of policy will appear. 


Now we come to join hands with The Presbyterian Tribune 
of Brooklyn and Utica, N. Y., which continues The Presby- 
terian Advance. 


The Tribune is the only independent paper in the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA. In its monthly publication, it has 
concentrated on major social and ecclesiastical issues of 
the day, challenging injustice and un-Christian practices 
on many fronts. It has attracted the contributions of lead- 
ing figures, not only of the USA Church but of other churches 
and from other nations as well. The men who have been 
identified with its leadership have given sacrificially of 
themselves in order to maintain an independent voice in the 
church. 


Regardless of the fortunes of Presbyterian reunion, we shall 
offer our service as an independent weekly (i.e., 50 times a 
year) seeking to bridge the division between the churches and 
to minister to the nationwide Presbyterian family. 


Our effort can in no wise appear to encroach upon the 
important field served by Presbyterian Life, the official USA 
organ, published 25 times yearly. The service of PL is too 
firmly established and it is backed by far too great resources 
to be affected by us. It seeks to present, in the most per- 
suasive and attractive manner, the vast program and oppor- 
tunity of the church. No one would wish any diminution of 
this good program. 


Our service will be far more modest. With no subsidy 
behind us and no large staff, we set ourselves to preserve an 
independent voice in the church-at-large. With no every- 
family design, we aim at, let us say, about 20% of the church 
—the ministers, elders, many deacons and trustees, plus the 
heads of church organizations and other thoughtful people. 
Countless teachers of adult classes will not want to be with- 
out Dr. Thompson’s inspiring weekly comments. 


If we do not justify our existence and our independent 
service within these bounds, then, obviously, we do not deserve 
to live. 


The values of mutual understanding, the sharing of Pres- 
byterian resources nationwide, and the ability to concentrate 
the attention and energies of American Presbyterians on our 
common concerns—all these challenge our best energies. 
Indeed, this is one of the great reasons for reunion—to unite 
our strength for common tasks across the land in all depart- 
ments and on all levels. 

It is our fervent prayer that this union of Presbyterian 
forces may be a forerunner of the reunion that, in God’s own 
time. is sure to come. To that end, let us work and pray. 


AuBREY N. Brown, Outlook Editor. 


































































After 22 years of strained relations 
with Philadelphia Presbytery (USA), 
Donald Grey Barnhouse, a fundamen- 
talist spokesman, has taken steps which 
are being interpreted as going far to 
close the breach. 

Dr. Barnhouse recently stood before 
the presbytery with a statement of hu- 


Barnhouse-Presbytery Relation Eased 


mility and expressed a desire to work 
in closer fellowship with it. 

In response, the presbytery unanimous- 
ly endorsed a series of television pro- 
grams to be conducted by Dr. Barnhouse 
and produced on a network by the Broad- 
casting and Film Commission of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 

Ben R. Lacy, president of Union Seminary in Virginia, and Ernest Trice 

Thompson, of the same faculty; Michael P. Testa, missionary to Portu- 
gal; and Frederick H. Olert, Second church, Richmond, Va. 


CHURCH AND SALVATION 


Do you think a person is lost because 
he does not belong to a church? An in- 
quirer says, ““Here is someone who does 
all he can, believes in God, has all 
faith, tries to be as good as he can. Is 
he condemned to hell?” 


Lacy: That question, I think, stems 
from the conception that a person has of 
the church. If you mean that a man has 
to belong to an outwardly organized 
church in order to be saved I think the 
answer would be, “No; persons can be 
saved without officially joining a church.” 
On the other hand, to be saved one is 
brought into the communion of the saints 
and Christ definitely commanded that we 
go and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. He definitely requested 
that his disciples conduct the Lord’s 
Supper in memory of him, and so those 
who come into fellowship with Christ are 
exhorted to become members of his 
church. However, there are circumstances, 
and they are not hard to imagine, in 
which a man or a woman cannot formally 
join the church, take either the initiatory 
sacrament, which is baptism, or the con- 
tinuing sacrament, which is the Lord’s 
Supper, and yet be a true Christian. In 
fact, I am quite confident that I, myself, 
have been acquainted with a man who 
never joined the church, and yet I be- 
lieve definitely he was a child of God 
and has gone to heaven. 


ATHEIST’S MORAL SENSE 


Does an atheist have a moral sense 
or a moral obligation? 


Overt: I doubt whether there is any 
such thing as an absolute or theoretical 
atheists. Most atheists never live down 
to their creed, and one might also quickly 
add that the average theist does not live 
up to his creed. Not many so-called 
atheists have ever earned the right to 
be an atheist. If a man had earned:a 
right to be an atheist he probably would 
have come through the long and tedious 
task of making a comprehensive apprai- 


4 


sal of all religious and philosophical 
systems, and then come to the sober con- 
clusion that atheism is the most satisfac- 
tory explanation of the universe. But I 
have a conviction that even an atheist has 
a sense of morality which God planted 
within him and from which he can never 
escape. I think it was Immanuel Kant 
who said two things which represent ab- 
solute realities: The starry heavens above 
and the moral law within. 


ORIGINAL SIN 


What is original sin? 


THomMpsoN: Original sin is a theo- 
logical term, describing the original and 
inherent sinfulness of our human nature, 
from which all actual sins proceed. Man’s 
sinfulness consists of something more 
than sinful acts. His nature is alienated 
from God from the outset and all of his 
actual sins are the result of this original 
alienation. 


JESUS, MARTHA, MARY 


Did Jesus rebuke Martha because of 
some closer personal tie with Mary? 


Testa: I think the questioner has 
missed the point of that exquisite scene 
in the home in Bethany, the account of 
which is found only in the Gospel of 
Luke. In reality, both loved the Master 
and longed to please him. On this oc- 
casion Martha, in her very eagerness to 
serve, had overburdened herself in the 
preparation of an elaborate meal, while 
Mary, with a deeper intuition of what 
Jesus wished, “sat at the Lord’s feet and 
listened to his teaching.” It was Martha 
who rebuked her sister in the presence 
of the Guest, and by addressing the re- 
mark to Jesus, rebuked him as well. 
“Lord, do you not care that my sister has 
left me to serve alone? ‘Tell her then 
to help me.” In his gentle reproof, which 
is aimed, not at her hospitable activity, 
but at the “fret and fuss” by which it is 
accompanied, Jesus showed his affection 
by tenderly repeating her name—* Mar- 
tha, Martha.” 


Although Dr. Barnhouse never left the 
church, he was involved in the contro. 
versies connected with the J. Gresham 
Machen case which led to the formation 
of what has become the Orthodox ang 
Bible Presbyterian churches. At one 
time Dr. Barnhouse was reprimanded by 
Philadelphia Presbytery for a technica] 
breach of church law in failing to make 
his charges of heresy through proper 
channels. During these years he has 
continued as pastor of the Tenth church 
in Philadelphia. 


Text of Statement 


In his statement to the presbytery he 
said: 


“There have been personal differences 
over the years. In my earlier years | 
fought against anything that I thought 
had in it a small percentage of error. 

“But while outwardly critical of some 
of the church’s program, I have always 
considered myself to be a Presbyterian, 
and I am in the Presbyterian Church be 
cause I think that its theology and polity 
are closest to that which is set forth in 
the New Testament. 

“In the moment of the presbytery’s 
greatest controversy, I accepted every 
ruling of the presbytery and bowed to its 
decisions. However, I have come to 
realize that some of my personal rela 
tionships have suffered because of these 
past differences and I now recognize that 
this has been a mistake. 

“On my part, I want to work in much 
closer fellowship with you of the presby- 
tery and to use what influence the Lord 
has given to me to strengthen the hands 
of all the brethren. 

“Perhaps more than anything else the 
thing that caused the Broadcasting and 
Film Commission of the National Council 
of Churches to think of me for the post 
[producer of the new television religious 
program] was the publication of my edi- 
torial ‘New Year’s Resolution,’ in which 
I confessed the need in my life for the 
Lord to give me a greater experience of 
true humbleness before both him and be 
fore men, and a love that would surmount 
differences among those working for the 
cause of Christ. 

“In years past, through the pressure of 
my other activities, I have let my duties 
in presbytery take second place, so that 
while I have been of you I have not been 
with you. This I have found to be un- 
satisfactory and inadequate.” 


Eleven Months’ Benevolences 
Reported by Assembly 
Agencies with Much Lacking 


As the end of the church year ap- 
proaches, the record of benevolences re- 
ceived by Assembly agencies in 11 
months, as of Nov. 30, was as follows: 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $168,- 
391; 38% of the budgeted sum. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $276,- 
514; 56%. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $563,293; 
46%. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $317,655; 
44%; Interchurch Agencies, $11,496; 52%. 

World Missions (Nashville), $1,931,031; 


67%. 
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JOHANNESBURG (RNS)—The interra- 
cial conference of church leaders held 
here (Dec. 7-10) broke new ground in 
both race relations and church coopera- 
tion for the first time since racial and 
national tensions became acute in South 
Africa. 

All churches except the Roman Cath- 
olic, including the English-speaking and 
Afrikaans-speaking native African and 
colored, came together for three days to 
face common problems. Of the 200 dele- 
gates 60 represented Bantu or native 
Africans. 

The conference was convened and 
planned by the Dutch Reformed Church, 
the largest denomination in South Africa 
which embraces about half of all Chris- 
tians of European background. Co-chair- 
men were C. B. Brink, Moderator of the 
Dutch Reformed Church of the Trans- 
vaal, and Anglican Archbishop Goeffrey 
H. Clayton of Capetown. 

Holding of the conference was in itself 
a remarkable achievement. Up to the 
present there has been no organ of con- 
sultation or cooperation among all these 
churches. The churches of different Eu- 
ropean origins—British and Dutch—have 
been sharply divided both in language 
and in policies and have had little con- 
tact. They also have been largely iso- 
lated from the churches of native Africans 
and of colored or mixed population. In 
view of these cultural separations this 
unhurried consultation is regarded in 
South Africa as almost a miracle. 


Frank Speech 


A marked characteristic of the confer- 
ence was the frankness with which all the 
delegates spoke. The English-speaking 
and Afrikaans-speaking representatives 
did not hesitate to express opposing views 
on the controversial political issue of 
apartheid. 

Native African pastors were completely 
candid in calling on white churches to 
help them secure justice in such matters 
as employment and land tenure. Not- 
withstanding this great freedom of ut- 
terance there was little or no tendency 
to recrimination. The Biblical injunction 
to speak the truth in love was practiced 
to a gratifying degree. 

Theme of the conference was the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom of God in multi- 
racial South Africa. The most unifying 
element in the discussion was the common 
concern for more effective missionary 
work among non-Christian Bantus. About 
half of the Bantu people are still pagan. 

A grave missionary problem which both 
white and native churches face is the 
rapid spread among natives of new and 
bizarre separatists sects often of merely 
nominal Christian character. No fewer 
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than 1,237 such sects are known and 
others are being formed almost every 
month. Most of them are very small, 
sometimes embracing only a _ hundred 
members, but they constitute a serious 
obstacle to the growth of the historic 
churches. 


Effort to Continue 


The main constructive result of the 
conference was the unanimous decision to 
create a continuation committee as a per- 
manent agency of consultation and co- 
operation in such matters as the parti- 
cipating churches may agree upon. The 
committee was instructed to arrange a 
similar conference at least once in every 
three years. It is expected that at the 
next conference a more formal organiza- 
tion with a constitution to be ratified by 
the churches and with provision for a 
permanent headquarters will be pro- 
posed. 

Meanwhile, the continuation commit- 
tee is given authority to convene consul- 
tations on specific matters, to explore the 
development of inter-church study groups, 
to study the advisability of inter-denomi- 
national pastoral training for Bantus and 
to seek friendly discussion with separa- 
tist groups. 

Among other proposals approved by 
conference were the holding of an an- 
nual evangelistic campaign simultaneous- 
ly by the churches and a request to the 


government to provide an additional ten 
million pounds annually for the social, 
educational, economic and industrial de- 
velopment of Bantu and colored com- 
munities. 


Education Act 


On the question of the new Bantu 
Education Act, which is currently much 
debated in the churches and on which 
they hold divergent views no action was 
taken except to record the judgment that 
the transfer of Bantu education to the 
state places great responsibility on 
churches to be more effective in their own 
work among children and youth. 


The spirit of the conference was 
summed up in a resolution which called 
on all Christian persons to “regard and 
treat every human being with the honor 
and respect to which we are committed 
as Christians and to use every available 
opportunity to come into real Christian 
fellowship with one another.” 


The conference received a surprising 
measure of public interest. It was open- 
ed with an address of welcome by Gover- 
nor General E. G. Jansen of Union of 
South Africa. Two overseas guests at- 
tended: Norman Goodall of London, 
representing the International Mission- 
ary Council, and Samuel McCrea Cavert 
of New York, representing the World 
Council of Churches. Both addressed 
the conference on ecumenical aspects of 
the discussion. 


“LITTLE DIXIE” TUMBLES 


By RAYMOND B. SPIVEY 


E THINK it news of encourage- 
ment to the church. At least one 
opinion, overhead following the annual 
“Union” Thanksgiving Service here in 
Palmyra, agrees with that sentiment: 
“Three ‘time-honored’ traditions broken 
in one day here in ‘Little Dixie’-—that’s 
going some!” (This not-altogether-true 
title has often been used to designate our 
town as one of “staunch conservatism,” 
being a small town of venerable age.) 
And the amazing thing is, everyone 
thus far heard from seems quite happy 
about it! Expressions of gratitude fol- 
lowing the service apparently denoted 
release from a prolonged stulification of 
community conscience, combined with the 
exhilaration of realizing that the “im- 
possible” has transpired. 


An Early Service 


For more than thirty years the churches 
whose pastors participated in the “Min- 
isterial Alliance” had met unitedly on 


MR. SPIVEY is pastor of the Presbyterian 
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Thanksgiving Eve annually in a service 
led by the ministers of that organization. 
This year it was decided to have the 
service on Thanksgiving Day, and not at 
the semi-sacred eleven o’clock hour, or 
even ten-forty-five, but at the “un-Protes- 
tant” hour of 8:00 a.m. Immediately 
following the release of the change (even 
the thought of that word is in some quar- 
ters unsavory, perhaps because it seems 
to be related to the pocketbook), pessimis- 
tic prognostications protuberated, shared 
to some extent by the sponsoring prophets. 
But came Thursday morning, and the 
Presbyterian church was filled to the 
last pew—the largest attendance in years. 

Two women ministers on the program 
constituted the second tradition-toppler. 
Enough said on that subject. 


An Inter-Racial Meeting 

But the blow that broke tradition’s 
back (as cruel as it may sound, we hope 
that one never recovers!) was to find 
present (by personal invitation to the 
churches concerned in addition to the 
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public invitation) a pleasant variety in 
the facial coloration of the worshipers, 
not all of which indicated the results of 
human ingenuity. As the congregation 
sang Ballantine’s “God, Save America” 
to Lwoff’s powerful “Russian Hymn” 
tune, led by the eight ministers (one of 
whom was of somewhat darker complex- 
ion), with organ and piano accompani- 
ment, one had the feeling that here for 
the first time without tongue in cheek the 
words could be sung: “Here may all 
races mingle together as children of 
God.” 


It was not a proud feeling. It had 
been 120 years since the last member 
whose race was that of the Negro wor- 


shiped in this church. She sat in a bal- 
cony. Her name was enrolled in the 
records: ‘Nancy, Col. woman, of (fam- 
ily name)’s.” The record continues: 
“Sold out of bounds, without letter.” 
The Presbyterian Church was the first 
in this area; all church members of her 
race here are now Baptists and Metho- 
dists, or Roman Catholics. 


It was not a proud feeling. It was 
not even a proud beginning toward re- 
covery. The local public high school led 
the way three months ago by integrating 
the races—without “incident,” with much 
better ball teams, band, and other ac- 
tivities than would have otherwise been 
possible. But it was a grateful feeling, 


and a grateful beginning toward recovery, 
Front Door, One Table 

A fourth tradition, half-brother to the 
third, and man-made like the other three, 
bit the dust here last week, when one of 
the leading restaurants in town permitted 
the ministers and their wives to hold an 
interracial fellowship dinner in their din- 
ing room (entrance through the main res- 
taurant, not via a side door). 

“Little Dixie” is on the floor, groggy. 
The referee is counting. A few under- 
breath boos may be heard locally. But 
there’s no doubt about it for the majority 
of the audience, which holds it breath, 
and prays—that Christ will be pro- 
claimed the unquestioned Champion. 


If Union Should Be Defeated — 


S A Commissioner to the last Gen- 

eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., I must admit that I trav- 
eled to Montreat with my “heart inclined” 
toward the unification of the three major 
branches of our Presbyterian Church— 
I returned with my “mind convinced” 
that my inclinations were correct. 

We have heard a great deal of comment 
on what ills which will occur if our 
Southern Church approves the Plan of 
Union which has been proposed to create 
a truly national Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. Little has been said 
about the crushing effect the turning down 
of this plan would have upon the vast 
majority of the rank and file of our 
church’s membership. 

There are relatively few church mem- 
bers who are directly concerned about 
church relations beyond their own mem- 
bership and Session, and this relationship 
will remain basically unchanged if and 
when union is finally accomplished. How- 
ever, if union should be defeated, they, 
who have given little concern to our form 
of church government, will be wholly un- 
able to understand how it is possible for 
relatively few to prevent their joining 
with our brothers in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and the United Presby- 
terian Church in a greater and more effec- 
tive witness for the cause of Christ. This 
can be the result of one out of four pres- 
byteries withholding approval of the plan. 


All Will Not Approve 


It is generally conceded that the pres- 
ent plan is the best that can be devised. 
It, of course, will not meet the approval 
of those who say, “I would not vote for 
union even if I could write the plan my- 
THIS layman is an elder of Norfolk, Va., a 
member of the State Senate of Virginia. Sen- 
ator Breeden was one of the principal speak- 
ers. at the 1954 General Assembly, calling for 
approval of Presbyterian reunion. 
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self,” yet the authors of the plan have, 
with generosity, provided for those of the 
minority who may for any reason con- 
scientiously object to participating in the 
new church. These individual churches 
are given the right, should they be so 
advised, to take their membership and 
church property out of the newly united 
church at any time during the first year 
after the Plan of Union goes into effect. 
I doubt that any considerable number 
will do this. 

On the other hand, a small minority 
can keep a large group of our presby- 
teries, churches and members from fol- 
lowing what I am convinced to be the 
overwhelming desire of our church to 
work together with the other participating 
Presbyterian General Assemblies. In 
short, the minority can, knowingly or not, 





BREEDEN—Fairness for the 
majority too. 


coerce the majority is taking a course oj 
action contrary to what they consider the 
proper course, while the minority, even 
down to individual churches, can go their 
independent way in the event of dis- 
satisfaction and this even after an ap- 
preciable trial period of full participa- 
tion. 

It is my sincere hope that the plan of 
the General Assembly for voting will be 
followed by all presbyteries, and espe- 
cially in those presbyteries where they are 
apparently disinclined to join in the plan. 
If this course can be followed I believe 
that many who themselves may not want 
to go along the road of union will, never- 
theless, respect the sizeable pro-union sen- 
timent in our church which I am confi- 
dent will become evident, and will vote 
to permit us the freedom of our choice 
just as the plan grants to them a freedom 
of choice on their part. 


No Veto 


It is recognized that we must follow 
the forms of our Presbyterian Church 
government, but at the same time we are 
exercising these legal rights under church 
law we must follow the dictates of our 
hearts and our concept of fair dealing. 
If the leaders of those who are opposed 
can be convinced, as I am, that a substan- 
tial majority of our congregations favor 
participating in the plan, they will not 
exercise a right of veto, but will either 
accede to the wishes of the majority, or go 
their way in peace. 

The ministers and ruling elders attend- 
ing the various meetings of the presby- 
teries after January 1, 1955, will best 
serve the church by voting approval and 
thus leave it to the individual churches, 
after up to one year’s operation under the 
plan, to decide whether or not they want 
to take advantage of the escape clause 
that provides for fair treatment of the 
disagreeing minority. 
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MERGER OF PAPERS HAILED 


Former USA Moderator 


During the year when it was my privi- 
lege to be Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
I had the pleasure of addressing a num- 
ber of southern audiences in Richmond, 
Atlanta, Texas and elsewhere. As I 
studied those audiences and talked with 
those people, I said to myself: “I 
cannot tell the difference between south- 
ern Presbyterians and northern Presby- 
terians.”” My heart sank when I thought 
of the division between the northern and 
the southern branches of our church. 

I am thrilled by any step which tends 
to bridge the gulf between the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., and the Presby- 
terian Church, USA. The merger of 
The Presbyterian Tribune and The 
Presbyterian Outlook I consider a major 
step in the direction of unity and I feel 
positive that it will be pleasing to the 
God and Father of us all. 

The Outlook has abundantly demon- 
started its effectiveness not only south 
of the Mason-Dixon Line but north 
thereof and I firmly believe that its min- 
istry will be tremendously increased and 
the Cause of Christ definitely helped by 
this merger. 

Wirpur La Ror, Jr. 
Washington, D. C. 


U. S. Assembly’s Moderator 


Independent news channels in the 
church are of comparable value to the 
same kind of channels in other areas of 
our lives. I certainly hope that the new 
venture will make for a strengthening of 
both papers. I am happy to extend 
congratulations and best wishes for gen- 
uine success. 

Wape H. Boccs, Moderator. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Seminary President 


My heartiest congratulations on the 
merger of THE OUTLOOK and The Pres- 
byterian Tribune. Whatever is the re- 
sult of the current vote on union in the 
presbyteries, it will be fruitful for Pres- 
byterians in all parts of the country to 
have the benefit of the kind of forward- 
looking, thought-provoking, and inspir- 
ing church paper which you produce. My 
best wishes to you in this expansion of 
your influence. 

FRANK H. CALDWELL. 
Louisville Seminary, Ky. 


Former Editor 


Congratulations to ‘THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN OvutTLooK and The Presbyterian 
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Tribune on the news that they are to be- 
come one new weekly Presbyterian paper 
representing one great church to succeed 
U.S. and USA. As one who was for 
thirty years editor of a Presbyterian 
weekly, and for twenty years more has 
written more or less for both The Tribune 
and THE OUTLOOK, it seems to me most 
fitting that these periodicals should come 
together just at this time. 


I have been convinced for years that 
real progress in churches which are con- 
trolled largely by the laity depends great- 
ly upon periodicals which are truly in- 
dependent. Publications supported al- 
most entirely from church funds simply : 
cannot be sufficiently independent to pro- 
mote the progress that is necessary to the 
fullest life. They are almost compelled 
to avoid “controversy.” Yet real prog- 
ress depends greatly upon the discussion 
and consideration of differences of opin- 
ion. Blessings upon the new periodical. 

Jas. E. CLARKE. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


LEADING NORTH CAROLINA LAYMEN FOR UNION 


Union ls 


By W. Y. 


I favor church union because it is a 
reunion, and failure for us to get together 
is much more serious than the failure of 
churches who were never united pre- 
viously. 

The Japanese, less than ten years ago, 
were our hated enemies—but we did the 
Christian thing—gave them their freedom 
and helped them to become an influence 
for good in the world. You can imagine 
the joy of those people converted to Chris- 
tianity by our missionaries. Ten years 
ago we were also at war with the Ger- 
mans—a cruel, bitter war. We have just 
concluded a pact assuring these people 
a place in the sun and allowing the Chris- 
tians in West Germany to fight off the 
heathen Communists. All of these things 
say to the world, “America is really a 
Christian country”—yet our Presbyterian 
Church is still fighting the Civil War 
although millions of our people of the 
South have moved North and millions of 
our Northern brethren have moved South. 

The way we are acting here in the 
South is an insult to these fine people who 
are contributing so much to our churches, 
our industry, etc., in the South. 

I am no expert on church law. I have 
read most of the fifteen pamphlets put 
out by the opponents of union. A great 
many of these are written by laymen. 
Where did the Southern Presbyterian 
laity find so many ecclesiastical exegetes ? 
Many of these pamphlets were written 
while changes in the plan of organization 
were still being hammered out. 

You find quite a number of people 
who still contend that the ministers of the 
Northern Church do not have to believe 
in the divinity of Christ. Certainly by 
this time our people should know how 
false this claim is. 

I have had some forty years’ experience 





MR, PREYER is a business man of Greens- 
boro, N. C., and is widely known throughout 
North Carolina. 


Reunion 
PREYER 


in one corporation. I have been a part 
of several mergers, consolidations, etc. I 
have done Lusiness with people in eighty 
foreign countries. I have always been in 
i minority position. Being tied up with 
somebody stronger and bigger than you 
are is no hazard if both parties are honest 
and are working for the advancement of 
the Kingdom here on earth. Certainly 
no one can say the Northern Church’ is 
dishonest. 


In business, if you are dealing with 
honest people and are honest yourself, 
there is very little trouble in getting to- 
gether on contracts or understandings, but 
in reading some of these anti-union pub- 
lications, some of our lay experts have 
taken practically every sentence of the 
Book of Church Order, for example, and 
where there is even a slight difference in 
phraseology, they have built up a big 
argument of the dangers lurking in these 
“weasel words.” An honest businessman 
would never try to read all these hidden 
meanings into a business contract. Why 
do we get so emotionally upset over petty 
differences? Don’t we have any faith at 
all? 

I realize I am not smart enough to 
know all the answers. Therefore, I am in 
this case trying to use common sense— 
just as I would in making any other 
important decision. If I were building 
a house, I would consult a good architect. 
I certainly consult a good doctor regular- 
ly, and I try to take his advice. In the 
case of union, I feel perfectly safe and 
sure in following the leadership of some 
of the greatest ministers in our South- 
ern Church and the great Christian states- 
men of our church. Since a large major- 
ity of them favor union, that is good 
enough for me—to say nothing of the 
wonderful statements and the spirit of 
give-and-take shown by some of the great- 
est minds in this country, who are in the 
Northern Church. 
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EDITORIAL 


THEY DID SOMETHING 
IN 1954! 


(These citations recognize, in most 
cases, some out-of-the-ordinary achieve- 
ment, usually against the tide.) 

Christian higher education leaders 
moved ahead, encouraging the develop- 
ment of the faculty Christian fellowship 
movement, with professors responding 
magnificently. 

The Texas and Virginia Council of 
Churches, with good anticipation, last 
January called upon their constitutents to 
accept whatever ruling the U. S. Supreme 
Court might pass on the question of seg- 
gregation in the public schools. The N. C. 
Council, also early, asked its churches 
to make “clear and definite” pronounce- 
ments. The Lexington, Va., ministers 
prepared well in advance for the decision. 
The S. C. Fellowship of Churches (last 
February) urged that the state school 
system be kept “unimpaired” regardless 
of the decision. 

Vance Barron, then pastor of Second 
church, Charleston, S. C., preached a 
memorable sermon on ‘Some Luxuries 
We Can’t Afford Today,” (OvrTLooK, 
Mar. 1). 

An ad interim committee of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, after a two-year study, 
made a monumental report to the Assem- 
bly on the church’s present World Mis- 














8 








sions program, with far-reaching recom- 
mendations (OuTLOOK, Apr. 19). 

The official leadership of the church, 
in a poll conducted by THE OUTLOOK, 
showed that it is overwhelmingly for 
Presbyterian reunion, 105-19 (OUTLOOK, 
Apr. 26). 

Representatives of the church’s Boards, 
meeting with staff and Board members 
from USA and United Presbyterian agen- 
cies, all agreed that there are no in- 
superable obstacles to union from the 
point of view of the work of education, 
missicns, women’s wo1k and all the rest. 
(OuTLOOK, Apr. 12, May 3.) 

The Christian Relations Council, in a 
report assigned by the Assembly, led the 
U. S. Church to become the first in the 
South to condemn racial segregation and 
to call its agencies and congregations to 
abolish it (OUTLOOK, May 3, June 7). 

Donald G. Miller, commissioner to the 
Assembly and New Testament professor 
at Union Seminary (Va.), spoke the de- 
cisive word supporting the action on seg- 
gregation, declaring that no tradition 
should be honored above the Scriptures 
(OuTLOOK, June 14). 

Prospect church, Mooresville, N. C., 
won the “Rural Church of the South” 
Award in addition to winning the state 
title; the Crestview, Fla., church won the 
state award as did Chestnut Mountain 
church, Flowery Branch, Ga. Robt. M. 
McGehee, Baker, La., was named Loui- 
siana’s “Minister of the Year.” 

Southern Baptists in their St. Louis 
convention endorsed the Supreme Court 
ruling on segregation, with fewer than 
50 “messengers” opposing. 

United Church Women, nationally and 
in state organizations, went resolutely 
forward in their efforts to defend basic 
civil rights. 

R. E. Kell, Bristol, Va., manufacturer 
and Presbyterian elder, challenged elders 
at the General Assembly to live above 
the level of customary behavior in social 
ethics and business practices (OUTLOOK, 
June 21). 

Robert H. French, United Presbyterian 
pastor, told the U. S. Assembly that one 
reason the United Presbyterians voted 
overwhelmingly for union was that ‘a 
good bit of literature has come out of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, telling the 
commissioners how they should vote. 


We’ve been a little stubborn. . .. We don’t 
like to be shoved around.” (OUTLOOK, 
July 5) 


The Presbyterian, USA, Assembly gave 
its unanimous endorsement to the famous 
“Letter” issued by its General Council 
and rose to pay tribute to its retiring 
Moderator, John A. Mackay, and to come 
to his defense against attacks made on 
him. 

Many a pastor and elder took coura- 
geous stands, sometimes alone, in the 
face of hostile actions by Sessions or 
other groups. With resolutions adopted 
overwhelmingly in some cases, pastors 





demanded that their dissent be published 
or else they voiced it from their pulpits, 

Presbyterian (and other) professors, 
meeting at Montreat, became the first 
group to be entertained in the Assembly 
Inn on an inter-racial basis. 

Synods fell-in behind the Assembly's 
action condemning segregation and call- 
ing upon their institutions and churches 
to abolish it: Missouri, Texas, Arkan- 
sas, West Virginia, Kentucky and Vir- 
ginia. 

The Assembly’s Moderator, Wade H. 
Boggs, in one of many courageous actions, 
stood in the meeting of Montreat cottage- 
owners to call for support of the Assem- 
bly’s action on segregation and com- 
pliance at Montreat. Dr. Boggs and his 
predecessor, Frank W. Price, put the 
church in lasting debt to them by pro- 
viding vigorous leadership and by mak- 
ing their voices heard at opportune times. 

With a rash of Sessional actions in 
prospect, the Synod of North Carolina 
called upon these bodies to “desist from 
taking action or making deliverances” 
on the segregation issue until they had 
carefully considered all the material 
available on the subject, including the 
grounds of the Assembly’s action. 

Maryville College (Tenn.) opened its 
doors to receive Negro students. 

World Presbyterians, meeting at Prince- 
ton, determined to establish a center in 
Geneva for a more effective service, re- 
storing the Calvin Auditorium for this 
purpose. 

The World Council of Churches at 
Evanston, under a banner of ‘We Intend 
to Stay Together,” made decided ad- 
vances in understanding and the ability 
to work together. 

Leading Presbyterian young people, 
forming the Assembly’s Youth Council, 
voted 33-2 for union (OUTLOOK, Sept. 6). 

As retiring Moderator, Francis P. Mil- 
ler made a notable address to the Synod 
of Virginia, calling for continued sup- 
port of the public schools, greater church 
efforts in the ranks of labor, and a chal- 
lenge to “the trend of increasing pre- 
occupation with decadent aspects of sex” 
(OuTLOOK, Oct. 4). 

The Session of the First chuch, Waco, 
Texas, publicly dissociated that church 
from a propaganda group called ‘“‘Presby- 
terian Laymen” in that city. 

South Carolina’s Christian Relations 
Committee made an able report to the 
synod, calling for thorough study of is- 
sues related to segregation (OUTLOOK, 
Cet. 23}. 

Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., pas- 
tor, in a pointed sermon, got a citywide 
movement underway to clean objection- 
able comic magazines from the news 
stands. 

Leaders of Men’s Work, after months 
of strenuous efforts, were rewarded by a 
banner attendance of more than 8,000 
men at the New Orleans convention. 

Leading ministers and laymen of the 
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GROWERS IN—GROWERS OUT 


A Thought for 
By KENNETH 


“Never act from motives of rivalry or 
personal vanity, but in humility think 
more of each other than you do of your- 
selves. None of you should think only 
of his own affairs, but should learn to see 
things from other people’s point of view.” 
—Phil. 2:3,4. 


EADING from the highway to a 
L warehouse near Harrodsburg, Ky., 
are two driveways. One has the sign: 
GROWERS IN;; the other is the exit with 
the sign: GROWERS OUT. This brings 
to mind the fact that there are these two 
kinds of people in the world, the In-grow- 
ers, the Ingrown, and the Growers-out. 

New Year’s is a season of taking in- 
ventory, of reviewing the budget. It is a 
time to look back and see what we have 
been doing, what direction we have been 
taking. Personal inventory is even more 
important than business stock-taking. 

One thing is always certain in personal 
life: we have not stood still during these 
past twelve months. There has been some 
change. We have shrunk or we have 
expanded, as persons. We have grown 
more selfish, suspicious; we have given 
more and more thought to our own 
personal wants, our own disappointments 
or accomplishments, our own pleasures 
and pains; or else we have grown more 
alert to the needs and hopes, the trials 
and trcubles of others. 


Unless this is a very unusual year, it 





church joined in a strong protest against 
the wave of false charges and misrepre- 
sentations being leveled at noble Chris- 
tian ministers (OUTLOOK, Nov. 1). 

North Carolina’s Synod youth leaders 
in sending teams into 40 nearby churches 
during the summer conference, in a train- 
ing period, helped local youth groups. 
Following the training period, teams went 
into 57 churches to work with young 
people, organizing groups where there 
was none, helping others already in ex- 
istence. 

South African churchmen stood firmly 
to resist government efforts to control their 
expressions and action (OvTLOoK, Dec. 
13). 

Julian P. Price, Florence, S. C., phy- 
sician, told the American Medical Asso- 
ciation that the nation and the doctors 
need a “change of heart” and a “return to 
God” (OvTLOOK, Dec. 13). 


* * Ox 
Many others who have resisted the tide 
also deserves to be mentioned here. Your 


suggestions for the letters column will be 
greatly received. 
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the New Year 


J. FOREMAN 


will not be long before we hear that some- 
one we know, someone no more “deserv- 
ing” than we, has achieved something— 
recognition, success, happiness—that has 
been denied to us. It happens every year 
in some way or other. Do we feel a 
sharper twinge of regret than we would 
have a year ago? Is a tinge of bitterness 
creeping into our thoughts of such for- 
tunate people? Then we are growers-in, 
our souls have shrunk. Or can we re- 
ceive such news with cheerfulness, can 
we write with honesty a cordial line of 
congratulation, do we feel happier about 
such things than we could have felt a year 
ago? Then we are growers-out, our 
souls are making room for the joys of 
others as well as our own. 

Likewise with other people’s disasters, 
frustrations. . . . Do they distress us less 
and less, while our own depress us more 
and more? Or do we come nearer “weep- 
ing with those that weep,” not merely in 
decent consideration for the properties of 
grief, but out of a heart really touched by 
others’ pain? 


ERE someone could break in with 

a fair question. Isn’t this concern 
about whether we are growing in or grow- 
ing out, a self-regarding concern that 
itself is a mark of the ingrown mind? 
Is not the truly Christian heart totally 
unaware of itself, its energies all flowing 
so freely toward others that there is no 
remainder for self-study ? 

One can only answer in a paradox. It 
is true, the God-touched life grows more 
and more outward; it is less and less 
self-centered. Yet it is also true that the 
most fully out-growing, outflowing life in 
the world, that of Jesus of Nazareth, was 
also a life of the keenest and deepest self- 
awareness. 

Paul understood this very well. Writ- 
ing to his friends at Philippi, he does not 
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In accordance with our custom of 
publishing 50 issues a year, there 
will be no paper next week. 
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urge them to consider others in place of 
themselves. What he does urge is that 
we should think of others as well as of 
ourselves. 

A person totally unconcerned about 
what manner of man he is, is not the 
Christian ideal. We ought to care which 
way we are growing. The Pharisee and 
the publican were both concerned about 
themselves; but the one was hopelessly 
ingrown and the other had the seed of 
hope inhim. There surely is a difference 
between a healthy and an unhealthy self- 
concern. 

A gardener should keep an eye on his 
plants; but he will not succeed if he keeps 
pulling them up all the time to see how 
the roots are doing. 


NOTHER question is more simply 

answered. How can I keep from 
becoming in-grown, how can I learn to 
grow out, to have a hospitable heart? 

One way is to start early. There is a 
dead-line in such things—and the word 
“dead-line” is ominously true. The in- 
growing life reaches the point at some 
time or other where the process cannot 
be reversed. Unselfishness is harder 
to learn at ten than at five; harder at 
twenty than at ten; far harder at forty 
than at twenty. Where the dead-line is 
only God knows, for he alone sees the 
heart as it is. Viewing the Pharisee and 
the publican, others at the Temple would 
have had much hope for the first, none 
for the second; but God saw otherwise. 

It is usually the case, however, that 
Pharisees are already well in the making 
before they are out of their teens. The 
habit of out-growing must be early 
learned. 

Another point is to practice seeing one- 
self in perspective. Each of us is one; 
but not one of us is THE One. We shall 
never see life clearly, not even our own 
selves, if we insist on seeing it and our- 
selves only under the spotlight. Seen 
under the open sun, life takes on a truer 
perspective. 

We are all caught in what philosophers 
call the egocentric predicament; which is 
to say, there is no way to keep from 
looking at the world from ourselves as the 
center. But this is not the same thing as 
looking at ourselves as if we were really 
the center; when we do that, we ate sure 
to become ingrown. 


OST of all, we need that simple 

old-fashioned thing, known by 
name perhaps better than by practice: 
trust in God. “Be not anxious” is the 
clue to the out-growing life. Where shall 
we find the time, this year, to sympathize 
with others and to help them, even to 
listen long enough to know what their 
hopes and horrors are? 

We could find more time, if only we 
spent less time on worrying about our- 
selves. Fears are contagious, but so is 
faith. 






















































SEMINARY STUDENTS VOTE 6-1 


FAVORING PRESBYTERIAN UNION 


Polls conducted at Presbyterian theological seminaries and the Assembly’s 
Training School reveal that the future leaders of the church favor union by a 


preponderance of more than 6-1. 


The polls were conducted by students recently at the institutions, with only 


Columbia Seminary students not taking part. 


of 344-52 for union. 


The total vote showed a margin 


Assembly’s Training School students voted 66-16 for union, with four undecided. 
Louisville Seminary students favored union 92-15. 


At Austin Seminary the vote was 65 
Union Seminary 


-2 for union. 
(Va.) students favored union 121-19. 


General Council Asks Assembly to Urge All 
Ministers to Pledge Benevolence Support 


The 1955 General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., will be asked 
to request presbyteries to see to it that 
ministers who join those presbyteries 
sign a statement promising to support the 
benevolences of the church. 

Such a pledge would provide that min- 
isters would “lead their churches to throw 
the full weight of their benevolence giv- 
ing behind the benevolence causes of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S.’ 

The proposal came from a stewardship 
conference held in Memphis where the 
chairmen of stewardship for the western 
half of the Assembly met. This was 
passed along to the General Council 
which, at it recent meeting in Atlanta, 
agreed to forward the request to the 
Assembly. 
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If you are on the bitebe n comentiins of your church, 
school, lodge. club T.A., etc., will be delighted 
with our new MONROE Tables. 
cost, offered with completely finished tops, highly 
resistant to most serving hazards. May be used with 
or without table cloths, as desired. Send for the com- 
plete, new Monroe catalog with direct factory prices 
and money-saving discounts to institutions. 


MONROE CO., 80 Church Street, Colfax, lowa 





The General Council also approved for 
transmission to the Assembly a request 
for an in thesi deliverance in which the 
Assembly will interpret the promises 
made by teaching elders (ministers) 
when they promise “to be zealous and 
faithful in maintaining the truths of the 
gospel and the purity and peace of the 
church,” as involving their loyalty to 
and full support of the benevolence causes 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


An in thesi deliverance has been de- 
scribed by the Assembly as “didactic, ad- 
visory and monitory.” 

The two requests, it was explained, 
come from the conviction of presbytery 
and synod chairmen of stewardship com- 
mittees that some ministers and congre- 
gations are using benevolences for pur- 
poses which do not advance the work for 
which the church is responsible. 


Surgeon Is Chairman 


Dr. J. Farra Van Meter, Lexington, 
Ky., surgeon, was named chairman of 
the General Council to succeed James S. 
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ern Association College and Secondary 
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fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
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Jones, Charlotte, N. C., minister. P. D 
Miller, Atlanta pastor, is vice-chairman. 

Others named to the executive com- 
mittee are: Wallace M. Alston, Deca- 
tur, Ga.; George H. Vick, Charleston, 
W. Va., John L. Wellford, Memphis, 
Tenn.; Emmett B. McGukin, Lynch- 
burg, Va., and Dr. Jones. 

The Council named a planning com- 
mittee for the Sixth Quadrennial Youth 
Convention to be held in 1957. William 
B. Ward, Spartanburg, S. C., pastor, is 
chairman. Other members include D. 
J. Cumming, World Missions; Charles 
H. Gibboney, Church Extension; Bob S. 
Hodges, Jr., General Council; Malcolm 
C. McIver, Campus Christian Life. Oth- 
er members will be added. 

The research committee has asked 
Robert Bluford, Jr., Raleigh, N. C., t 
condense his findings from a graduate 
thesis on beliefs and religious indoctri- 
nation of adult church members. This 
will be provided the Council and profes- 
sors of theology in the theological sem- 
inaries. ‘The professors then will be 
asked to compile a clear statement of 
Christian beliefs for use in adult classes. 


Committees Are Named 


Committees named by the 
Council are as follows: 


General 


Budget and Stewardship: 
ford, Memphis, 
Austin, Texas; 


John L. Well- 
chairman; E. A. Dean, 
Stephen T. Harvin, Jack- 
sonville, Fla.; C. E. Mount, Cape Girar- 
deau, Mo.; Everett L. Repass, Salem, 
Va.; J. M. Oeland, Darlington, S. C.; Mrs. 
John P. Walker, Murfreesboro, Tenn.: 
Marc C. Weersing, Jackson, Miss.; A. 
Walton Litz, Little Rock, Ark. 

Program: P. D. Miller, chairman; Jas. 
A. Jones, E. B. McGukin, Mrs. T. Smith 
Brewer, Huntington, W. Va.; Geo. H. 
Vick; C. H. Williams, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Publicity: H. Kerr Taylor, chairman. 
Dallas; Wallace M. Alston; Reid V. Rob- 
inson, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Frank A. 
Mathes, Birmingham, Ala.; Thomas A. 
Fry, Jr., Bristol, Tenn. 

Research: Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, 
N. C., chairman; J. N. Thomas, Richmond, 
Va.; Wave H. McFadden, Monroe, La.; 
James W. Witherspoon, Beckley, W. Va. 


MODERATOR 

John M. Morrison of Ness, Isle of 
Harris and Lewis, Outer Hebrides, has 
been nominated as Moderator of the next 
General Assembly of the Free Church of 
Scotland. He will succeed Alex R. Fraser. 
Mr. Morrison is a pastor. 
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THE LIVING GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for January 9, 1955 
Ps. 103:8-13; Isaiah 40:25-29; Mt. 6:9b; Jn. 4:23-24;10:30 


Our studies during the first quarter 
of the new year are concerned with some 
of the great Bible teachings. The first 
lesson dealt, quite naturally, with the 
Bible, as the source of our authority. The 
second, our present one, deals with the 
living God. It is impossible to bring 
together all the passages that deal with 
this tremendous theme or even with those 
that are essential for a complete and 
thorough study. Our lesson committee 
has simply selected a few outstanding 
passages bearing on the theme. And 
we must content ourselves with noting 
the aspects of the divine character that 
are emphasized in these passages. But 
let us not underestimate the importance 
of even such a framentary study. In these 
selected passages we have the inspired 
insight of such men as Moses and David 
under the old Covenant, and of Jesus 
in the new. 


1. God Forgives, Ps. 103:8-13 

In the opening stanza of the 103rd 
psalm the writer thanks God, first of all, 
for the blessings which he himself has 
enjoyed! “Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits, who for- 
gives all your iniquity (not a portion 
only, but all) ; who heals all your diseases 
(the Word need not be limited to bodily 
sickness), who redeems your life from 
the pit (i.e., from the grave), who crowns 
you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
satisfies you with good as long as you 
live, so that your youth (i.e., your 
strength, your activity) is renewed like 
the eagle’s.”” (vss. 2-5) 

In the second stanza (6-10) the psalm- 
ist passes from his own experience to that 
of the church at large. God’s mercy to 
the individual is only a part of that vast 
circle of mercy which embraces all the 
people of God: “The Lord works vindica- 
tion and justice for all who are op- 
pressed.” But the psalmist’s thought 
takes a wider range. His thoughts went 
back, it may be, to Moses’ prayer recorded 
in Exodus 33:13: “If I have found favor 
in thy sight, show me now thy ways. . . .” 
In Exodus 34:6 the answer is recorded: 
“The Lord passed before him and pro- 
claimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faith- 
fulness.” All of God’s subsequent deal- 
ings with Israel, the Psalmist says in 
effect, have been in accordance with that 
revelation: ‘He made known his ways 
to Moses, his acts to the people of Is- 
rael.” It is true, as Moses discovered, 
that “the Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
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love and faithfulness.” In all of his 
dealings with men he has shown his 
patience and sympathy; over and over 
again he has given man still another 
chance. 

True, he has oftentimes given vent to 
his anger against sin. There are some 
people today who think that because God 
is love he will never punish sin, but that 
is not the Biblical idea. He is indeed 
slow to anger, yet the time comes when 
he must punish men for their sins. But 
he will not stay angry always, or, as the 
psalmist puts it, he will not always chide, 
neither will be keep his anger forever. 
It is true that he has constant cause for 
striving with us, for we have always 
something which is contrary to his holy 
mind. But whenever we turn to him in 
penitence, he is always ready to forgive. 
In spite of the punishments, therefore, 
which he sends upon his people, the 
psalmist is ready to acknowledge: “He 
does not deal with us according to our 
sins, nor requite us according to our 
iniquities.” 

The psalmist’s mention of God’s gra- 
cious dealings with his people has led 
him to speak of his forgiving love. In 
the third stanza he tries to express the in- 
finiteness of that love: ‘For as the 
heavens are high above the earth, so great 
is his steadfast love toward those who 


fear him.” How high are the heavens 
above the earth: It bankrupts our im- 
agination. It can never be measured. 


Neither is there any measure or limit to 
the love of God. 

Once more the psalmist tries to illus- 
trate the mercy of God: ‘“‘As far as the 
east is from the west, so far does he re- 
move our transgression from us.” How 
far is the east from the west? We could 
travel around the world, in either direc- 
tion, as far as we wish, and east would 
still be east, and west would still be west. 
The distance is infinite. So far has God 
removed our sins from us. 

A third time the psalmist tries to pic- 
ture the love of God. It is one of the 
most beautiful pictures in the Old Tes- 
tament: “As a father pities his children, 
so the Lord pities those who fear him.” 
“We know how precious is our human 
fatherhood, caring for us in our weak- 
ness, patient with us and providing for 
all our needs. But human fatherhood at 
its fairest and best is only a faint reflec- 
tion of the divine Fatherhood, a drop out 
of the infinite fatherly love of God. This 
is our deepest faith, this undergirds the 
universe with the assurance that it is 
friendly toward us, this is our trust and 
peace.” This infinite love of God, the 


psalmist goes on to indicate, is based 
on a perfect understanding of our na- 
tures, “‘for he knows our frame; he re- 
members that we are dust.” 


Il. God Empowers, Isaiah 40:25-29 
The second half of Isaiah was written 
to a people who had suffered in captivity 
for many years. The first generation was 
dying off. The people as a whole were 
losing faith in the promises of deliver- 
ance that had been made by earlier proph- 
ets. Under these circumstances a new 
prophet comes to the fore and delivers 
the message recorded in Isaiah 40-55. 

The prophet begins with words of com- 
fort: “Comfort, comfort my people, says 
your God.” The exile will soon end, the 
speaker predicts; God has forgiven his 
people (vss. 1-2) and will soon bring 
them back to the promised land (3-11). 
The God who will accomplish that is the 
God who sits high above the earth, the 
Creator and sustainer of all he surveys, 
who brings princes to nought and makes 
the judges of the earth as vanity, the God 
indeed who governs the universe, who 
“brings out the starry host by number, 
calling them by name.” (40:11-26) 

Some of the exiles were not impressed 
by Isaiah’s message. It was too good to 
be true. God had evidently forgotten 
them. If God were righteous and if he 
were all-powerful, as Isaiah claimed, he 
would have delivered them long ago. This 
is a thought which has occurred to many 
a man since that day. If God is all- 
powerful and good, why does he not de- 
liver us from our evil predicament ? 

The prophet replies: ‘Why do you 
say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, my 
way is hid from the Lord, and my right is 
disregarded by my God.” Those who 
are tempted to despair ought to know that 
the God whose power reaches through all 
the earth (the Creator of the ends of the 
earth) and unto the end of time (“the 
everlasting God’’) does not faint or grow 
weary, as men do when strength is soon 
exhausted and whose purpose so quickly 
flags. They ought to recognize that man 
who is ignorant and finite, and whose 
vision is limited to a mere pinpoint in 
space and time can never comprehend the 
purposes which such a God is seeking 
to effect. A two-year-old child cannot 
understand why his parents treat him so; 
no more can man understand the work- 
ings of the divine Providence. 

But there is one thing that every one 
of us can learn to know in his own ex- 
perience, and that is that God “gives 
power to the faint, and to him who has 
no might he increases strength.” The 
Creator God who has unlimited power at 
his disposal allows us to draw from that 
infinite store, but let us not forget that 
we have to learn to tap that store in order 
to make use of it. Some Christians go 
through life, weak and dispirited, suc- 
cumbing to temptation again and again, 
constantly fretted and often afraid, never 
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experiencing the joy, the power, the ra- 
diance of triumphant Christian living, 
because they have never learned to draw 
upon that power which is available to 
them. 

In the closing verses of this chapter 
Isaiah pictures what this creative power 
of God means to those who have learned 
to draw from it for their needs. Natural 
strength, at its best, is soon exhausted 
even young men in all their vigor will 
discover that in time, but they that wait 
for the Lord shall renew their strength 
(i.e., acquire new strength); they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall 
run and not be weary; they shall walk 
and not faint. 

To some, the order of these clauses— 
to soar, to run, to walk seems anticlimatic. 
Perhaps the prophet refers to the differ- 
ent ages of man—to youth, when one is 
borne aloft on wings of faith and hope; 
to maturity, when one runs toward the 
goal; to old age, when one slows down 
to a walk. Or maybe, as George Adam 
Smith suggests, he refers to the three 
stages through which we ordinarily pass 
as we seek to achieve any great end: 
“First the ideal, and then the rush at it 
with passionate eye, and then the daily 
trudge onward, when its splendor has 
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faded from the view, but is all the more 
closely wrapped around the heart.”” Or 
perhaps he refers to our alternating 
moods. There are times when we soar; 
times when we run; but most of the time 
we just plod along. God’s strength is 
available in every case—for those who 
wait for him. 

To wait for the Lord does not mean 
to do nothing, to sit “on the roadside 
thumbing a ride in God’s train.” It 
means to look to him in prayer and then 
to wait for his answer, to wait expect- 
antly, ready and willing to do our part 
when God has thus revealed it to us. 
We must thus wait over and over again. 
“No one can eat enough at one meal 
to last for weeks,” writes Daniel Russell 
in Meditations for Men. ‘No one can 
sleep enough at one time to last for days. 
Both things must be done over and over 
as long as life lasts and for best results 
as regularly as possible.” So in our 
spiritual life. We need to seek renewal 
of our moral and spiritual strength in 
the presence of God day after day. 


ill. “l and the Father Are One” 

Jesus taught his disciples to pray, 
“Our Father, who art in heaven.” God 
is a Father, who loves each of his chil- 
dren as if there were only one to love, 
who is more ready to give good gifts to 
his children than any earthly father is to 
give gifts to his children. He is our 
Father who is in heaven—one whose 
views are not bound as ours necessarily 
are by the things of earth or by the things 
of today, a God who sees what is best for 
us in all the years that lie ahead, through 
all the years of eternity—a God who has 
all power at his disposal, who makes the 
wrath of men to praise him, and who 
makes all things work together for good 
to them that love him. 

How are we to approach such a God? 
The first petition suggested by Jesus in 
his model prayer, is “Hallowed be thy 
name.” ‘The name of God in the Bible 
represents the character of God, God as 
he has revealed himself to man. To hal- 
low means to make known as holy on the 
part of God and to regard as holy on the 
part of man. When we pray, “Hallowed 
be thy name,” we pray that God will 
reveal the holiness of his character, and 
of his purpose and of his will to men, as 
they pore over his revealed word, as they 
delve into the secrets of nature, as they 
seek to understand the meaning of world 
events, as they try to interpret the mean- 
ing of their experience. As we offer this 
petition we pray that we and other men 
may recognize and reverence the character 
and purpose and will of God as revealed 
to us in the Bible, in nature, in history, 
and in our own experience. And if our 
petition is vital and sincere, we pledge 
ourselves to reverence and to lead other 
men to reverence God’s character, God’s 
purpose and God’s will, however it may 


be revealed to us. 

It is not necessary for us to offer al- 
ways this particular petition. But pray- 
er will not mean to us what it should un- 
less the spirit of this petition determines 
our whole attitude toward God. 

Jesus gave a second lesson on the 
proper approach to God to the woman by 
the well. ‘The hour is coming and now 
is,” he said, “when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for such the Father seeks to wor- 
ship him. God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 

God is a Spirit and they that worship 
hinrmust worship in spirit and in truth. 
Because God is a Spirit God is every- 
where and is personal. Worship does 
not consist in outward forms and cere- 
monies as the Jews and Samaritans were 
wont to think, and as multitudes even 
in our own day still appear to think. 
Worship is an inward reverence, the 
bowing down of the soul in the presence 
of God, an awesome sense of our de- 
pendence on him, the blending of our 
finite spirit with the infinite Spirit. It is 
not enough to worship. That worship 
must be rightly directed, so as to bring 
the worshiper into touch with reality. 
“For such the Father seeks to worship 
him.” Religion is not merely man’s 
search for God, God is also seeking us. 
We have reason to believe, therefore, that 
if we seek, we shall surely find. 

“Show us the Father,” Philip said to 
Jesus on one occasion, “and we shall 
be satisfied.” Jesus replied: “Have I 
been with you so long, and yet you do not 
know me, Philip. He who has seen me 
has seen the Father” (Jn. 14:8-9). Few 
thoughts mean more to the Christian than 
this. Dr. Fosdick wrote in one of his 
books: “The word God is only a picture 
frame—all its value depends on the qual- 
ity of the portrait which the frame en- 
closes. Into that old frame Jesus put 
a new picture so beautiful because of his 
own life, so inspiring and winsome be- 
cause of his sacrificial death, that men 
never had so thought of God before, and 
never since have been so moved, melted 
and transformed by any other thought of 
him. That is an amazing thing to have 
done. In this world where so many have 
groped after God, guessed about God, 
philosophized concerning God, the Mas- 
ter has lived a life of such self-authen- 
ticating spiritual grandeur that increasing 
millions of men when they wish to think 
about God can think of nothing so true, 
so satisfactory, so adequate as that the 
God they worship is like Christ.” 

God is like Jesus—that is part of the 
truth, but only part. God is in Jesus, 
and through Jesus God comes into your 
life. As Jesus himself said, “I and the 
Father are one.” (John 10:30) 
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Christ —The Son of the Living God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 16, 1955 
Matthew 16:13-17; John 14:8-14 


In the oldest and most beloved of 
Christian creeds we confess, “I believe 
in God the Father . . . and in Jesus 
Christ, his only son.” Last week we 
looked at some of the Biblical teachings 
regarding God. This week we are to 
consider two important teachings con- 
cerning Christ, the Son of the Living 
God. 


1. “Who Do You Say that | Am?” 

Jesus’ first early ministry was directed 
to the nation as a whole, but as time went 
on and the opposition of religious and 
political leaders increased, while the mass 
of the people showed themselves per- 
sistently unwilling to reverse their ma- 
terialistic conceptions of the coming king- 
dom, he gave himself more and more to 
the training of the twelve men whom he 
had chosen to carry on his work. On 
two occasions Matthew tells us he with- 
drew from Galilee to be alone with his 
disciples. The first withdrawal, recorded 
in chapter 15, took him into Phoenicia 
and is marked by the healing of the 
daughter of a Syrophoenician woman. 
The second withdrawal, recorded in 
chapters 16-17, led him into the regions 
around Caesarea-Philippi. 

On the way Jesus asked his disciples 
two questions, both of which, Luke tells 
us (9:18) came after a season of prayer: 
first, “Who do men say that the Son of 
Man is?”; and second, “Who do you 
say that Iam?” Jesus did not ask them 
about his teaching, his miracles, or the 
way in which he came into the world. 
Instead he drove straight to the heart 
of the problem: ‘Who do men say that 
the Son of Man is?” 

They replied that opinion was divided. 
Some thought he was a reincarnation of 
John, who had called men to repent of 
their sins; others that he was Elijah, the 
most popular of all the prophets, noted 
for his courage; others that he was Jere- 
miah, renowned for his tenderness and 
sympathy, or one of the other prophets. 
Men agreed, in other words, that he was 
a herald of the coming kingdom, but no 
one looked upon him as the Messiah. 
Certainly there had been those who were 
inclined to accept him as such (cf. John 
6:15,66). But they had gradually come 
to the conclusion that Jesus was not the 
man to usher in that kingdom of material 
splendor for which they were looking. It 
is a remarkable tribute to Jesus’ char- 
acter that in spite of this fact he was 
commonly regarded as a reincarnation 
of some one of the great prophetic pictures 
of the past. They could not explain the 
riddle of his personality except by saying 
that he was John or Elijah or Jeremiah 
DECEMBER 27, 1954 





or one of the other prophets. 

Jesus then pressed his second question, 
for which the first had prepared the 
way, “But who do you say that I am?” 
He asked that he might know how far 
they had learned the lesson of their recent 
associations with him, how well prepared 
they were to meet the critical days 
ahead. Only when they recognized that 
he was the Messiah could he begin to tell 
them what kind of Messiah he was, how 
far different he was from the popular con- 
ception of an earthly ruler which they 
themselves still shared. 

Peter answered, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God.” ‘This con- 
fession on Peter’s lips did not mean that 
he regarded Jesus as divine (this fuller 
understanding came later after the resur- 
rection); it did mean that he was con- 
vinced that Jesus was the unique Son 
of God, the promised deliverer (i.e., the 
Christ), through whom God was acting 
for the salvation of men and the establish- 
ment of his reign. 

It was not the first time Peter had 
expressed this belief (John 1:41,45; 
6:69). But in the earlier instances he 
did no more than assent to the belief 
that Jesus would prove to be the Messiah 
for whom all were longing, i.e., a political 
Messiah who would save the nation from 
Rome, and he had believed in the begin- 
ning only because of the witness of John 
(John 1:35-42). 

But Peter’s present confession grew out 
of his own personal experience and was 
altogether independent of public opinion. 
It was held, indeed, in the face of public 
opinion, in spite of the fact that people 
as a whole had concluded that he was not 
the expected Messiah and in spite of the 
fact that Jesus did not conform to the 
Messianic ideal of the disciples them- 
selves. It was a conviction that came to 
Peter from his recognition of God in 
Christ. In other words, God had re- 
vealed himself to Peter through Jesus 
Christ, and it was his response to that 
revelation which led Peter to affirm, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Liv- 
ing God.” The earlier confession which 
reflected the opinion of others was based 
on the conventional view of the Christ 
brought no particular commendation. 
Now Jesus declares exultantly, “Blessed 
are you, Simon Bar Jona, for flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven.” 

The most genuine or vital faith, it 
should be observed, always comes as a 
response to a personal revelation. We can 
teach our children that God is their 
Father and that Jesus is Savior and Lord, 
and they will believe because of what 


we have told them. But that is not a 
faith that will endure despite all the 


vicissitudes of life. A real vital faith 
is not present until God in person speaks 
through Christ, until in a real sense one 
can say, “Flesh and blood has not re- 
vealed this to you, but our Father who is 
in heaven,” and until the growing boy or 
girl, or man or woman responds to that 
personal revelation within his heart, that 
voice within his soul, until he can say 
as a result of inner conviction, of personal 
experience, independent of the views of 
others about him, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God.” Vital faith 
is the result of a personal revelation, but 
it is a revelation to which the individual 
must respond in faith. 


ll. “Believe in God, Believe also in 

Me,” John 14:8-14 

It was the night before the crucifixion. 
Jesus and his disciples were gathered to- 
gether in the Upper Room. In the early 
part of the evening the disciples had dis- 
puted among themselves as to which of 
them was the greatest. Jesus had shamed 
them into a better spirit when he took 
a towel and basin and performed the 
menial service which none of them would 
stoop to do. All of them were touched 
but Judas. He rose during the course 
of the meal and went out into the dark- 
ness. He had determined that very night 
to betray Jesus into the hands of his 
enemies. Jesus then spoke those solemn 
words which his disciples probably did 
not understand at the time, but which 
meant so much in the days that followed: 
“This is my body which is broken for 
you. ... This is my blood which is poured 
out for many for the remission of sins. 
. . . Continue to do this in remembrance 
of me.” Then he spoke more plainly. 
One of their number was about to betray 
him and another to deny him. Worst of 
all, he announced that he was about to 
leave them and then added, “Where I am 
going you cannot follow me now” (John 
13:36). The disciples were troubled by 
his words. And, first of all, it was to 
comfort them that Jesus spoke those 
words which more than any others from 
that day to this have brought comfort and 
strength to the hearts of men. 

‘Let not your hearts be troubled,” Jesus 
said, “believe in God, believe also in me.” 
But what were they to believe about God 
and what were they to believe about 
Christ. And what are we to believe ? 

1. “In my Father's house are many 
rooms,” 14:1-6, “In my Father’s house,” 
said Jesus, “are many rooms”—enough 
for all who shall come, “and I go to 
prepare a place for you.” Of course 
Jesus is speaking figuratively. We do 
not know to what the rooms refer. But 
we do know that our heavenly Father has 
provided a home for us in the world 
beyond and that Jesus is busy in prepar- 
ing what will give us satisfaction and 
joy. When we expect a guest we love and 
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have written for, we take pleasure in pre- 
paring for his reception everything that 
will minister to his satisfaction. It is 
enough for us to know that Jesus is sim- 
ilarly occupied. He knows our tastes, our 
capabilities, our attainments, and he has 
identified a place as ours and holds it for 
us. What the joys and activities and 
occupations of the future shall be we do 
not know. But we do know that at home 
with God the fullest life that man can 
live will certainly be ours. 

But we must not think that Jesus will 
leave us to follow him alone, to find our 
way in the dark to the Father’s house. 
“T will come again,” Jesus promised, 
“and I will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also.” Jesus 
will come again at the end of the world 
to usher in God’s reign over the universe, 
but he has also promised to come per- 
sonally for each of us in what we call 
death. For many through the ages all 
the pain and darkness of that experience 
have been taken away by that assurance. 

2. “He who has seen me has seen the 
Father,” 14:7-11. But Jesus promised 
his disciples not only that he would take 
them to be at home with God in the world 
to come, but also that they, through him, 
could have a satisfying knowledge of the 
Father—now. “I am the way and the 
life,” said Jesus, “no one comes to the 
Father but by me. If you had known 
me, you would have known my Father 
also; henceforth you know him and have 
seen him.” 

Philip, one of the disciples, caught at 
that expression to ask the question which 
more than any other expresses the great 
yearning of our hearts, “Lord, show us 
the Father and we shall be satisfied.” 
It is a universal human craving to see 
God, to have the same indubitable direct 
knowledge of him that we have of one 
another. If only we could see God, could 
know him, beyond the shadow of a doubt! 

To Philip’s eager request, Jesus re- 
plied, “Have I been with you so long, 


and yet you do not know me, Philip? 


He who has seen me has seen the Father; 
how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’ ?” 

“And it is thus our Lord addresses all 
whose unsatisfied craving finds voice in 
Philip’s request. To all who crave some 
more immediate, if not more sensible man- 
ifestation of God, to all who live in doubt 
and feel as if more might be done to 
give us certitude regarding the relation 
we hold to God and to the future, Christ 
says no further revelation is needed or 
can be made... . God has taken that form 
which is most comprehensible to man, 
your own form, the form of a man. You 
have seen the Father. I am the truth, the 
reality, you have no longer a symbol mere- 
ly telling you something about a distant 
God, the Father himself is in me, speak- 
ing and acting through me.” 

That God is like Jesus, that God is 
in Jesus, that God is working through 
Jesus is the best news that anyone could 
possibly bring us about God or about 
Jesus. And if we can really believe in 
God and in Jesus, as Jesus taught us to 
believe, all of life becomes new. 


> 


3. “Whatever you ask in my name, I 
will do it,” 14:12-14. But Jesus invites 
us to go further and put him to the test. 
“He who believes in me will also do 
the works that I do; and greater works 
than these will he do. . . .”” Jesus did not 
mean that the disciples could perform 
greater “miracles” than those that he had 
performed, for these were not the great 
works which he had come to do. Jesus 
came to reveal God and to save man. He 
tells his disciples that they will have more 
success than he in carrying on the work 
of the Kingdom. The explanation of 
this truly remarkable promise is found 
in the fact that “I go to the Father.” 

It was only when he had gone to the 
Father that the greater works of the King- 
dom could be done: first, because his 
death and resurrection would be the great 
transforming influences through the ages; 
and second, because “being with the 
Father, he would be in the place of power, 
able to respond to the prayers of his 
people.” The greater works would be 
done, after all, through Jesus. His pow- 
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er, God’s power, would be behind the 
human agent, and that power would 
come in answer to prayer. 

‘‘Whatever you ask in my name, I wil] 
do it.” ‘In my name” however, does 
not mean merely adding a clause to the 
end of our prayers—often meaningless 
to us and therefore to God. Rather, it 
means praying and working as Christ’s 
representatives in the same spirit in 
which Christ worked and prayed, “not 
my will but thine be done.” “Prayers 
for other ends than this are excluded; 
not that it is said that they will not be 
granted, but there is no promise that they 
will be.” 

William Temple wrote: 

“In seale, if not in quality, the works 
of Christ wrought through his disciples are 
greater than those wrought by him in 
his earthly ministry. It is a greater thing 
to have founded hospitals all over Europe 
and in many parts of Asia and Africa than 
to have healed some scores or some hun- 
dreds of sick folk in Palestine; and it is 
to the Spirit of Christ at work in the 
hearts of men that we owe the establish- 
ment of hospitals (and scores of other 
institutions of mercy). The accomplish- 
ment of the journey to the Father means 
among other things that the Lord is no 
longer ‘straitened’ by the limitations of 
our mortal state; he is where God is, and 
that is everywhere. His works are no 
longer limited to Palestine, but are dif- 
fused over the world.” 

We see them in the conversions effected 
by a popular evangelist like Billy Gra- 
ham, Stanley Jones, or “Chuck’’ Temple- 
ton; in the work of mercy and healing 
carried on by a medern saint like 
Schweitzer; in the distribution of clothing 
and food in the needy areas of the world 
by Church World Service; in the success- 
ful efforts to teach thousands of illiterates 
to read by Frank C. Laubach. ‘The 
power to do these greater works through 
the agency of his disciples is his because 
he is gone to the Father. 

Continues Dr. Temple: 

“Indeed there is no limit to what he 
may do through us, or (which is the same 
thing) to what we may do in his name. 
To act in the name of another is to act 
as his representative. When we pray 
in the name of Christ we pray as his 
representatives; in other words we are 
then praying for what is already his will, 
but for a part of that will which he waits 
to fulfill until we recognize him as the 
source of blessing by asking it of him; 
then immediately his power is released 
and becomes effective: ‘whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, this will I do!” 
(Readings in St. John’s Gospel) 

Perhaps what we most need to do is 
to learn to pray in his name. 
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CHANGES 

George Hopper former director of 
Presbyterian student work at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee is the new pastor of 
the Huntsville, Texas, church. 

John K. Bibby, who has been super- 
intendent of national missions for Pitts- 
burg Presbytery, has been named general 
presbyter of the same body. 

Landern Childers, now taking post- 
graduate studies in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
will become pastor of the Whitehaven 
church, Memphis, Tenn., in March, suc- 
ceeding J. C. Watson, who has requested 
retirement status, 

John Douglas Smith, Brevard, N. C., 
will become pastor of the Morganton, 
N. C., church in January. 

J. Clyde Mohler from Benton, La., to 
Rt. 5, Longview, Texas, where he will 
serve the Alpine church. 

Thomas C. Cook, Laurens, S. C., 
resigned his pastorate in 
into evangelistic work. He will live at 
122 Woodlawn Drive, Laurens. 

Dirk Henry Middents from Leaven- 
worth, Kan., to First church, Butler, Mo. 

John M. Orr, formerly of Granby, Colo., 
will be pastor of a new church to be 
built in Hoffmantown, a section of Albu- 
querque, N. M. 

E. Lee Stoffel, of Florence, Ala., will 
take up his duties as pastor of the First 
church, Charlotte, N. C., in January. 

Earl B. Brandon, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
will become pastor, of the La Feria, 
Texas, church early in January. 

C. R. Terrell from Reidville, S. C., to 
108 Gillwood Dr., Anderson, S. C. 

Elmer D. Wood, formerly of El Campo, 
Texas, is serving as assistant pastor of 
the First church, Columbia, S. C. 

Sam. S. Cappel, formerly of Johnson 
City, Tenn., is now pastor in Darlington, 
 & 
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L. O. Therrell, formerly of Union, S. C., 
has begun his new work as pastor of the 


Fellowship church at the 
Charleston, S. C. 

J. C. Wool, Bishopville, S. C., will move 
to Guntersville, Ala., to become secretary 
of church extension and stewardship for 
North Alabama Presbytery. 

James R. Shott, United Presbyterian, 
formerly of Valencia, Pa, is pastor of 
the Kopperston, W. Va., community 
church and a member of Bluestone Pres- 
bytery. 

John W. Barnard from Louisa, Va., to 
the Dickey Memorial church, 5116 
Wetheredville Rd., Baltimore, Md. 

M. Douglas Harper from Shorter, Ala., 
to Pittsboro, N. C. 

Milton M. Boos 
Tenn., to 137 
falo 25, N. Y. 

Ben L. Collins, formerly of Ferriday, 
La., will be minister of education in the 
First church, Monroe, La., effective Jan- 
uary 1. 

Wm. A. Cockerell 
Texas, to Bowie, Texas. 

Ray E. King from Hedgesville, W. Va., 
to the Meadowside church, 1884 Mayfair, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Kenneth E. Pollock from 
N. C., to the Lydia and 
churches, Clinton, S. C. 


Naval Base, 


from New 
Bennett-Rawley 


Market, 
Rd., But- 


from Clarendon, 


Cooleemee, 
Rock Bridge 
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Charles L. Moffett from King College, 
Bristol, Tenn., to the Cedartown, Ga. 

Wm. C. Phillips, formerly pastor of 
the Norris Memorial church, Memphis, 
is now pastor of the Eastland church, 
4035 Faxon Ave., Memphis 12, Tenn. 

H. Reid Montgomery, formerly of Reids- 
ville, N. C., has become pastor of the 
Glenwood church, 1116 Lexington Ave., 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Francis M. Perrin from Milford, Va., 
to 7700 Davis Dr., Clayton 5, Mo., where 
he is assistant pastor of the Central 
church. 

Cc. D. Patterson of the Meadowbrook 
church, Greenville, N. C., will become 
pastor of the Cramerton, N. C., church 
January 1. 


DEATHS 

S. Dwight Winn, 73, 
Ga., Dec. 9. For 38 years a missionary to 
Korea, he served the New Hope church, 
Gastonia, N. C., after returning to this 
country in 1950 until about a year and 
a half ago. During his residence in De- 


died in Decatur, 


catur he served as chaplain to the Kore 
officers and troops being trained at 
Benning. A sister, Miss Emily Win 
is a retired missionary. 

Joseph Ernest Fleming, 69, died of 
heart attack Dec. 14. He was pastor 
the Bevier-Bethel churches, near Cen 
City, Ky. 

DECLINED 

J. V. Summerell, Blackstone, Va., hag 
declined the call to become associat 
pastor of St. Giles church, Richmond, Vg 
ALABAMA 

The Synod of Alabama has schedule 
after-Christmas conferences on evange 
ism in three centers: Birmingham (Sow 
Highlands), December 28; Montgome 
(Trinity), December 29; and Mobi 
(Govt. Street), December 30, with 4: 
and 7:30 o’clock meetings each dag 
Leaders in these meetings will be Chart 
B. (Chuck) Templeton, Presbyteris 
USA, secretary of evangelism; and W 
H. Kadel of the First church, Orland 
Fla. 


LEADING NORTH CAROLINALAYMEN FOR UNION 


| Hope They Will Accept Me 


By JOHN A. KELLENBERGER 


Did any one say ‘Presbyterian Union’? 
Brother, if you mix religion with those 
Yankees you are headed straight for hell. 
And why? Well, to be honest about it 
I really don’t know. I do use farm 
machinery and equipment of all kinds; 
automobiles; tractors; refrigerators and 
deep-freeze; television; sell them pro- 
duce; buy fertilizer; our young folks in- 
termarry, and I have some friends in 
town who represent northern firms; oth- 
ers sell real estate. Our State, like all 
Southern States, spends millions of dol- 
lars to induce and encourage tourists, and 
especially to attract new industries 
wait a minute, I am getting over on the 
other side. 

Really I hadn’t thought it through 
from that angle. That’s the trouble with 
us; oftentimes we are just prejudiced and 
argue until we get red in the face. That’s 
our week-day religion. On Sunday morn- 


ing we do a little better and would ever 
vote to accept into our membership a nigg 
couple coming from the Northern Presby. 
terian Church and never raise a question; 

No wonder the early church had s 
many stormy sessions at Jerusalem. 
had questions about northerners joining 
up with them. No wonder our Master 
said, I go to prepare a place for you an¢ 
spoke of a House of many mansions 
What a time he has with his children im 
1954. Lord, forgive us for our preju 
dices and help us to say, “Thy will b 
done in all of our activities.” 

As for me, I am ready to extend the 
hand of genuine Christian fellowship to 
our brethren in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, and hope they are willing to 
accept me. _# 
MR. KELLENBERGER is a widely known busi- 
ness man of Greensboro, N. C., serving on 
many of the important agencies, boards and 
committees of the church. 
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